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Father’s Day
Psalms 128: 1-6

Text Scripture:
Psalms 128:1 <<A Song of degrees.>> Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways.

2 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.

3 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table.

4 Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD.

5 The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.

6 Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel.

About Father’s Day:

· The idea for creating a day for children to honor their fathers began in Spokane, Washington. 

· A woman by the name of Sonora Smart Dodd thought of the idea for Father’s Day while listening to a Mother’s Day sermon in 1909. 

· Having been raised by her father, after her mother died, Sonora wanted her father to know how special he was to her. 

· It was her father that made all the parental sacrifices and was, in the eyes of his daughter, a courageous, selfless, and loving man. 

· Her father was born in June, so she chose to hold the first Father’s Day celebration in Spokane, Washington on the 19th of June, 1910. 

· In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge proclaimed the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day. 
· Roses are the Father’s Day flowers: red to be worn for a living father and white if the father has died.

While preparing for this Father’s Day sermon I came across a poem about fathers that I thought you might enjoy:
Mender of toys, leader of boys, 
Changer of fuses, kisser of bruises.
Bless him, dear Lord.
Wiper of noses, pruner of roses,
Singer of songs, righter of wrongs,
Guide him, O Lord.
Mover of couches, soother of ouches,
Pounder of nails, teller of tales,
Reward him, O Lord.
Hanger of curtains, counselor of teens,
Fixer of bikes, chastiser of tykes,
Help him of Lord.
Raker of Leaves, cleaner of eaves,
Dryer of dishes, fulfiller of wishes,
Bless him, O Lord. 
ILLUSTRATION:

Fatherhood has changed a lot over the years. I heard this past week about a father being asked who was in charge at his home. He answered, "Well, my wife bosses the children. My children boss the dog & cat, & I can say anything I want to the geraniums.

I also ran across a little saying that most of you women will like:

You can be born male, but it takes maturity to become a man.  Somebody has well said, “You’re only young once, but immaturity can last forever.”

Regardless our age, most of us men are still little boys at heart!

Sermon:
ILLUSTRATION:

A man who was visiting a quaint little village asked one of the locals if any great person had been born there.  The wise person replied, “No.  Just babies.”

· Children aren’t born “great.”  

· Greatness is something that is developed in a child over the course of a lifetime. 
· And as parents, especially us father’s (seeing as it’s Father’s Day) we have the opportunity – in fact – the solemn obligation - to lay the foundation for greatness in our children.

You know, someone has said, “A boy loves his mother, but will follow his father."

This certainly puts the pressure on us fathers!

ILLUSTRATION:

· A father was teaching his boys the fundamentals of baseball on some newly laid sod in the backyard.

· His wife yelled from the backyard, “You’re gonna kill the grass!”

· He quietly replied, “I ain’t growing grass.  I’m growing boys!

I wish that I could stand before you today and honestly proclaim that as a father I always knew exactly what to do and always got this fatherhood thing right.  
However, my wife and some of my children are here today - and they would know that I am lying!

I didn’t always get it right – and there were times I simply did not know what to do.

· When my children were still young and  at home, often I would get my guitar out and as a family we would play and sing

· One of the songs we sang was, “You Get a Line and I’ll Get a Pole”
· There’s a lyric in that song that asks, “What we gonna do when the lake runs dry?”  
· Then it answers it by saying, “Sit on the bank and cry, cry, cry!”

Now, I don’t know about you other fathers and parents here today, but there have been many times as a father that my “Lake of Parental Wisdom” ran dry and I would just sit on the bank and cry, cry, cry!

But it was in those times of dryness that I learned the importance of a good fatherly legacy.

Amazingly, when the lake runs dry and you are no longer flush with ideas and answers of your own, you default to that which you both know and have experienced.
· As a child, I was convinced that God had cursed me with the meanest, ignorant, most “out of touch with reality” father that any child ever had.

· Funny how your outlook changes with age and maturity

· Many have been the times that I have heard my father’s words coming out of my mouth!

· It’s scary!

Through the years, God has blessed me with many wonderful men in my life.  
However, there has only been two GREAT men in my life:
· One gave His life on a cross of Calvary

· The other, gave his life every day for his family

When the lake of youthful ideology and whimsical, magical dreams of a fairytale life ran dry, and all I could do was cry, cry, cry, his wisdom, love, compassion, and the rock solid legacy of a life well lived for Jesus, became the foundation to which I defaulted.

It is a mooring that has served me well as I have encountered the storms of life!

If I have gained any measure of success in this world, it is because have I stood on the shoulders of a giant of a man – my father – Bill McCollough.

There is something about walking across the stage of life only once and knowing that we will never return this way again that makes us feel very insecure & insignificant.

I guess we all have a tendency to fear anonymity and this gives us an inclination to erect something, a monument if you will, that memorializes the fact that we were here.  That we passed this way - our existence made a difference. 

· The greatest monuments we build as fathers are not constructed of stone, wood, or money  
· The greatest monuments we build are called: Children & grandchildren.
· They are our legacy that says:  We were here – we contributed something of value to this world!
· You see, what we instill in them will still be influencing and guiding them long after we are gone 

· Consequently, father’s, it behooves us to make sure we instill in our children a legacy of that which is right
· And you only get one shot at it!!!

· There are no “do-overs” in parenting

· You have to get it right the first time!

There are two profound truths I want us fathers to try to wrap our arms and minds around this Father’s Day:  
1:  As the child, regardless of your age, the quality of the relationship you have or had with your earthly father, profoundly affects the quality of the relationship you have with your Heavenly Father.
2:  As a father, the relationship you have with your child profoundly affects the quality of the relationship they will have with their heavenly Father. 
You see, in our children’s mind, we are the embodiment and reflection of the characteristics of God.  Therefore, to them, whatever we are as a father – good or bad - God is!

ILLUSTRATION:

· I heard a touching story about a humble, consecrated pastor whose young son had become very ill. 

· After the boy had undergone an exhaustive series of tests, the father was told the shocking news that his son had a terminal illness. 

· The youngster had accepted Christ as his Savior, so the minister knew that death would usher him into Glory; but he wondered how to inform him that he soon would die. 

· After earnestly seeking the direction of the Holy Spirit, he went with a heavy heart through the hospital ward to the boy’s bedside. 
· First, he read a passage of Scripture and had a time of prayer with his dear child. 

· Then he gently told him that the doctors could promise him only a few more days to live. 
· "Are you afraid to meet Jesus, my boy?" asked his devout father. 
· Blinking away a few tears, the little fellow said bravely, "No, not if He’s like you, Dad!"

As we begin to turn our focus on the text scripture, I want to dissect it a little and lift some truths from it about what it takes to be a “GREAT FATHER”:
I preach this not from the perspective that I consider myself to eb a great father rather, from the perspective that I have a great father!

1:  Great Fathers Have a Faithful Walk With the Lord:

Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways.

a. “Blessed”  means to be truly happy, regardless of the circumstances

ILLUSTRATION:

Daddy WWII –cut off –starving – Japaneese rice – wormy – promised myself then that if I ever put my feet under my table again – that is where they would stay.  He got a new perspective on what happiness was!

b. “Feareth” means to give proper honor and respect to the authority of God in all aspects of our life

c. “Walketh” means to follow the path of Godliness in our life

The first thing we need to realize about being blessed is – some of us fathers need to change our perception of what happiness really is:
*Happiness is not the absence of problems – Happiness is the presence of Jesus Christ in our problems!

· Some fathers will never find happiness in life.

· Why?

· Because they view life, not as it is, rather, as they are!

· We behave what we believe

· And some choose to behave as the victim - instead of the victor!

1:  Great Fathers Have a Faithful Walk With the Lord:

2: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of a Proper Work Ethic – Physically & Spiritually
Vs. 2 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.

*My dad worked over forty years on the same job in a cotton mill.  He didn’t build a career –he built a family!

Great fathers invest their lives on great causes, both Spiritually and physically – and teach their children to do the same.

The byproduct of this is happiness and wellbeing! 

1:  Great Fathers Have a Faithful Walk With the Lord:

2: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of a Proper Work Ethic – Physically & Spiritually

3: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of Being a Great Husband
3 (a) Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house:

*My father and mother were married over 50 years.  I never knew them to spend one night apart in anger.  I never questioned if my father loved my momma.

Note the usage of the word: VINE.

· Grapes were a very important crop in Biblical times.  So the reference here is to something that is very valuable.
· Note the Biblical position of the vine – not in front of the house or behind it – but beside it. (I thank God that my wife is more that a partner in emotion – she is my partner in devotion.  She is always faithfully by my side)

· But then note also, that a vine needs a support upon which to grow.

· Dad – one of the greatest things you can do for your children is to be the strong support their mother can grow upon.

1: Great Fathers Have a Faithful Walk With the Lord:

2: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of a Proper Work Ethic – Physically & Spiritually

3: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of Being a Great Husband
4: Great Fathers Understand the Value of their Children
3 (b) Thy children like olive plants round about thy table.

Olives were also a very valuable product in Biblical days.  Thus, again, the reference is to something very valuable!

*In the only way he knew how, my father equipped us with the tools we children needed to become all God intended us to be.  He did it by simply pouring himself into us.

· Each child is an undiscovered, unpolished diamond that God has blessed us with

· It is our responsibility and privilege as fathers to help them find the hidden talents they possess, to encourage them, clean them, polish, and mold them – so they may reach the full potential of the Spiritual DNA that God placed within them.

· Guys, deadbeat and absentee dads cannot do this!

· You have to be engaged in their lives!

· (Dolls, tea parties, baseball, band, football, driving, and yes, even discipline is what is required)

· They don’t need you to be their best friend.  They need you to be their dad!

1: Great Fathers Have a Faithful Walk With the Lord:

2: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of a Proper Work Ethic – Physically & Spiritually

3: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of Being a Great Husband

4: Great Fathers Understand the Value of their Children
Close:
When we meet these conditions, God gives us a promise:

4 Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD.

5 The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.

6 Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel.

· We will be blessed: 4 Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD.

· We will be blessed by God Himself: 5 (a) The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion:

· We will see “good” not “bad”: 5 (b) And thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.

· We shall see our grandchildren and peace upon our lives: 6 Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel.

I close with what Joshua told the Children of Isreal:  

Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

· Dad, what about you “and your house” who will you serve?

· Dad it’s up to you

I wonder, if you live to be 94 – will your children stand and tell the world –my dad was GREAT!

1: Great Fathers Have a Faithful Walk With the Lord:

2: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of a Proper Work Ethic – Physically & Spiritually

3: Great Fathers Understand the Importance of Being a Great Husband

4: Great Fathers Understand the Value of their Children
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