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The Indications of a Church Hoarding God’s Blessings

Exodus 16: 13-20
Text Scripture:
13  And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host.

14  And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground.

15  And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.

16  This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for them which are in his tents.

17  And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less.

18  And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating.

19  And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning.
20 Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them.

Intro:

· In this passage of scripture, we see an example of God providing for His people. 

· God always provides for His people.

· Yet, we also see in this passage of scripture a valuable lesson: The blessings of God are not given so that we may hoard them in reserve and feel comfortable with what He has blessed us with.

· Rather, God gives us blessings to be used to meet the needs of our lives today!

Now, don’t misunderstand me . . . 

· I know that God teaches us to wise stewards.  

· I know we are not to act rash and foolishly. 

· I know we are to be prudent concerning the blessing God gives us.

· But, that’s not what I’m talking about today.

I want to make it crystal clear what I’m speaking about today: God doesn’t bless greedy, stingy, Christians – and God doesn’t bless stingy churches!
When we “hoard” God’s blessings – and stop using them as He intended us to do - He will stop the blessings! - Ask the man with the barns!
We see in this scripture today that, when the Israelites got greedy and tried to gather more manna than God instructed and started “hoarding it” - He cursed their blessing!

· The Dead Sea is a good example of what I’m speaking of today: 

· It has an inlet, but no outlet.  (It hoards the water)

· Therefore, the waters become stagnant. 

· The waters became poison. 

· They kill everything that is in them.

So it is in the life of a Christian and the life of a church. 

· The blessings of God are not intended to be hoarded for me and mine. 

· They are given to be used in the service of the Lord!

· God has not gifted any of us so that we may simply bring it in the church, store it in the church, and enjoy it whenever we feel like we want to be blessed! . . . God gifted us to win the lost to Him!
This church is not a bank! 

· I personally believe that any church that is hoarding money . . . is poisoning their blessings! 

· THERE ARE TOO MANY MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES TO BE SITTING AND HOARDING GOD’S BLESSINGS!

Some churches have the attitude of: 

· God, please bless us all you can . . .

· We’ll can all your blessings . . .

· Then we’ll sit on our can!

That’s why so many churches are dying too!

Today I want to look at the signs (indications) of a church that is hoarding its blessings from God.

When a church is hoarding its blessings from God there is:

1: No Oil in the Pulpit.

· Oil in the Bible is used to represent God’s anointing.

· A material minded preacher will never minister in the anointing of the Spirit.

· The Bible teaches: That which is born of flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit.

When a church begins to hoard the blessings of God, and their focus is on me, my, and mine, it’s usually the result of a stagnant preacher in the pulpit!  

ILLUSTRATION:

One man asked another:  If you were sitting in church and the person sitting beside you went to sleep, what would you do?

The man thought a minute then replied, “I would get out of my seat, walk into the pulpit – AND WAKE UP THE PREACHER! 

· When the man of God is preaching God’s Word . . . people will either love him, or they’ll hate him . . . but I promise you one thing . . . they won’t be stagnant! 

· They’ll be taking a stand one-way or the other! (Duck or Pucker!)
· And I’m here to tell you today that as long as there is breath in my body . . . it is my intention to preach the Word of God!

· I’m gonna preach hell hot & heaven sweet!

· I’m gonna preach it without compromise and without apology!

· It’s my intention to preach the Word so plain that it will force people to either get in - or get out!

ILLUSTRATION:

Two preachers that worked together having revival same week . . . Best revival many saved many joined – Other best revival ever - turned five out!

If it ever comes to the point where:

· I’m just another preacher . . . 

· Preaching just another sermon . . .

· On just another Sunday . . .

· To just another church . . .

· Or to just another congregation . . .

Then I don’t want anything to do with that stagnant junk!

· But I want to be God’s man . . .

· Preaching God’s Word . . .

· God’s way . . .

· In God’s power . . .

· To God’s people . . .

· On God’s Day . . .

I want the Word of God to be real . . . and to make a change in people’s lives!

Preachers preach stagnant sermons because:

· Their prayer life has become stagnant . . .

· Their study habits have become stagnant . . .

· Their passion for God’s people has become stagnant . . .

It’s time we demand that the Oil of God be returned to the pulpits in our Churches!

Preachers it’s time we either fish or cut bait!

If you ain’t gonna preach the Word . . . get out of the way and let somebody in that will!

1: No Oil in the Pulpit.

2: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there are no Outsiders in the Pews.

Somewhere along the way, we’ve decided that church should be an exclusive club for the saints instead of - a hospital for the sinners!

Most churches don’t want the “undesirables” of the world sitting in its pews.

But Jesus based His ministry on ministering to the “undesirables!”

· Harlots . . . The sin sick.

· Lepers . . . The physical sick

· Blind, halt, maimed . . . The handicapped!

· The self-righteous. 

· He was even crucified between two thieves! - To show that the distance to the cross is the same for all . . . and at the cross is where we are forgiven!

But most churches don’t want outsiders in their congregation!


But ole Brother Aaron wants outsiders in the church!

· I want drunkards sitting on these pews . . . 

· I want dope addicts sitting on these pews . . .

· I want harlots sitting on these pews . . . 

· I want homeless people sitting on these pews . . .

· I want homosexuals sitting on these pews . . .

· I want people from broken homes sitting on these pews . . .

· I want liars sitting on these pews . . .

· I want the poor sitting on these pews . . .

· I want people of different races sitting on these pews . . .

· Why do I want this? - So that they can hear the gospel of Jesus Christ, get saved, & be delivered from the sin that has them bound! 

***Churches aren’t going to see people saved - until churches change their attitudes about whom they want in their congregation! (Problem is not that we cannot fill our churches – we just cannot fill them with people that look and act like us!)
1: No Oil in the Pulpit.

2: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there are no Outsiders in the Pews.

3: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there’s no Offering in the Plate!

· Now, I don’t preach a lot on money . . . but I shore ain’t scared of it either!

· I don’t see how people can proclaim to be saved, when their checking account, savings account, and pocket book didn’t get saved!

· You cannot be closed-fisted with your money and be blessed financially by God.
Luke 6: 38: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”

Malachi 3: 8-12:

8  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. (Everybody say: And offerings!)
9  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
11  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

2nd Corinthians 9:7: “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”

ILLUSTRATION:

Harvest Gold Refrigerator

*The one place that should never be short of money is the church!

· When we consider our health . . . it ought to make us want to give!

· When we consider our family . . . it ought to make us want to give!

· When we consider our home in heaven . . . it ought to make us want to give!

· When we consider the air we breathe . . . it ought to make us want to give!

· When we consider our friends . . . it ought to make us want to give!

· The church should never be short of money!

· And the church should never hoard money!

· Truth is – this church has all the money it needs to operate – it’s just still in your pockets! (
1: No Oil in the Pulpit.

2: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there are no Outsiders in the Pews.

3: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there’s no Offering in the Plate!

4: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . we don’t hold Others in Prayer.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing.

*No where do I find in the Bible where it commands us to teach w/o ceasing – sing w/o ceasing, have committee meetings w/o ceasing – nor to even preach w/o ceasing – JUST PRAY W/O CEASING!


· The greatest privilege we have aside from leading somebody to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ - is to lift somebody to the Lord in prayer.

· But, when the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . .their prayers become self-centered instead of others-centered! 

· Be specific – pray w/o saying “bless them, or be with them!”

You want to be blessed . . . Start praying on a two-to-one ratio! For every prayer you pray for yourself . . . pray two for others! And the blessings will begin to roll!

· Are you praying for lost folks to come to this church and be saved?

· Are you praying for your pastor?

· Are you praying for the leaders of this church?

· Are you praying for others?

1: No Oil in the Pulpit.

2: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there are no Outsiders in the Pews.

3: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there’s no Offering in the Plate!

4: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . we don’t hold Others in Prayer.

5: When the church is hoarding its blessings from God there is no Obligation in our Participation.
The Bible teaches us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is.

When we are hoarding God’s blessing we tend to shirk our responsibility.

· Won’t matter if I don’t come to Sunday School . . . Bible Study . . . Choir practice . . . night service

· It won’t matter if I skip tithing this week 

· They won’t miss me if I’m not there!

What happened to our sense of responsibility!

ILLUSTRATION:

· Preacher… I can worship God in my tree stand… or on the lake fishing

· Bambi’s daddy in your sites… click… You break out in a rousing chorus of Amazing Grace!

· 20lb bass spits your hook while you’re trying to dip him… You start quoting the Lord’s Prayer!

1: No Oil in the Pulpit.

2: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there are no Outsiders in the Pews.

3: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there’s no Offering in the Plate!

4: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . we don’t hold Others in Prayer.

5: When the church is hoarding its blessings from God there is no Obligation in our Participation.
6: When the church is hoarding its blessings from God there is no Objective in our Praise.

· Our praise must have an objective to it! 

· That objective is to usher in the presence of Holy God!

· You see, God inhabits the praise of men!

· However, too many have a form of Godliness, but are denying the power thereof!

A “form of worship” is not necessarily praising God!

· I hope I never attend another “Church Service” in my life…

· I’ve attended “Church Services” until I’m sick of them…

· What I long for is a “worship service” where God is being praised . . . and He shows up . . . and when He gets there . . . he shows out!

1: No Oil in the Pulpit.

2: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there’s no Outsiders in the Pews.

3: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . there’s no Offering in the Plate!

4: When the church is hoarding God’s blessings . . . we don’t hold Others in Prayer.

5: When the church is hoarding its blessings from God there is no Obligation in our Participation.

6: When the church is hoarding its blessings from God there is no Objective in our Praise.

7: When the church is hoarding its blessings from God there is no Outpouring of Peace!
· When the church hoards its blessing from God - people become discontented.

· They find things to get upset about . . . because the blessings aren’t flowing!

1 Corinthians 14: 33 “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.”

John 14: 27: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

Psalms 133: 1-3:

133:1  A Song of degrees of David. Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

2  It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

Close:

Today I have spoken about seven indications of a church that is hoarding its blessings from God.

1: No oil in the pulpit.

2: No outsiders in the pews.

3: No offerings in the plate.

4: No others in prayer.

5: No obligation in participation.

6: No objective in praise.

7: No outpouring of peace.

If you see any of these signs in this Church today . . . then I beg you to come and fall on your face in this altar today and ask God to move it.

If any of these sign are in your personal life . . . I beg you top come and fall on your face in prayer and ask God to move it!

Preached:  9-22-10 @ Miracle Way Baptist Church Senoia, Georgia







