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Solve Our Problems
but
Save Our Pigs

Luke 8: 26-37

Text Scripture:
Luke 8:26 And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.

27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.

29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.)

30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him.

31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.

32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them.

33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.

34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country.

35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

36  They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was healed.

37 Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again.

A little about me:

· Associational Missionary Troup Baptist Association

· 45-minute preacher – 30 minute world

· Murder Queens Language

· One motto in life:  If I can’t have fun – I ain’t going!

What you can expect this week:

· We will laugh together these five services

· We will cry

· We will pray

· We will worship

· Hopefully, people will be saved

· We will recommit ourselves to God

· But these five service will be  - short

· It will seem as though we have just started – and it will be time to close

· Let’s worship the Lord!

Intro:
· You are very familiar with this story about the Demoniac of the Gadarenes

· When Jesus met him he was controlled by a legion of demons

· Jesus cast the demons out of the man and into a herd of swine

· The herd ran down a steep place into the lake and committed (sooey-cide)

· Those who tended the herd ran into town and told everybody what had happened

· The whole town came out to see for themselves 

· Sure enough, they found the demoniac healed, clothed, and in his right mind

· Then, they did something that defies logic and is almost unexplainable - they asked Jesus to leave

· And Jesus got back into the boat and left

Now, let’s review:

1. There was a problem.  A man was demon possessed, with superhuman strength, (busted the chains) running around naked in the cemetery, sleeping in the tombs, and terrorizing everybody!

2. There was a proposition.  The demons made a proposition to Jesus that He not cast them into oblivion – rather into the herd of swine.

3. There was a provocation.  The pigs did not like the demons and ran down the hill into the water and committed suicide.  Those tending the herd ran into town and told everybody.  They came out to see.  Now, although they liked the fact that the demoniac was healed – it provoked them to anger that it costs them their pigs.
4. There was a plea for Jesus to leave – and He did

5. There was a proclamation made by those people that day.  Although it was UNSPOKEN it was heard loudly and clearly:

SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS – BUT SAVE OUR PIGS!

Often, I fear the church resembles the Gadarenes.

· We want to see good things happen – but not at the expense of our livestock! (The price is too high!)

· We do not want to upset things – or witness radical actions or change! (The main objective is to maintain the satus-quo!)

· We say we want change – as long as it does not change us! (Okay to change somebody else or another church!)

· We fear a situation that is out of control – but we fear more the One Who takes complete control!

Our cry is:  Lord, send revival – but would you save our pigs in the process?

· I have news for you – Jesus does not always save our pigs when He solves our problems or sends revival.

· But when He destroys our pigs – He destroys the demons too!

· It is well worth the costs at any price!

· Most churches need an old-fashioned hog killing!

· And Lord knows, most churches are cold enough to have one!

· It may be your hog that needs killing!

Today I want to examine this story and give you three words that must come into play for this church to experience true, genuine revival:

1:  Discomfort

2:  Dissatisfaction

3:  Disruption

1:  Discomfort
Jesus’ actions took Him outside His comfort zone

The easiest thing for Him to do would be to tell him: He would add him to the prayer list, and assign him a family deacon who would take him to the food & clothing closet.
But Jesus took control of the situation!

· Jesus found Himself in an uncomfortable situation

· Jesus knew that His actions would cause the town folk to get mad

· Jesus knew His actions would cause the town folk financial discomfort

· But Jesus knew that a hog killing was in order

· He knew He could not solve the problem and save the pigs!

We need a hog killing today:


We need to kill the hogs of:

· Vain Traditions

· Territorialism

· Spiritual Jealousy & envy

· Satisfaction

· Complacency

· Spiritual apathy

· Criticism

· Condemnation

· Judgmentalism

· God-robbing (Tithes)

· Prayerlessness

· Hypocrisy

· Excuse-making

And on & on

We need a good hog killing!

1:  Discomfort

2:  Dissatisfaction

Jesus dissatisfaction of the status quo prompted Him to action

Dissatisfaction is the tool that prompts us to action:

I’m fat and happy. (If I was not happy being fat - I would lose weight!) (I have started preaching a sermon entitled: When lefty Let Fatty Have it – you’ll have to ask Brother Jerome to get me back and preach it for you)

And so it is with us – we will never be motivated to action regarding the church until we become dissatisfied with the way it is!

Well, we like our little church – It ain’t your church!

The question is not are you a good church.  The question is, are you the church God wants you to be?

1:  Discomfort

2:  Dissatisfaction

3:  Disruption
Jesus’ actions caused a “disruption of normalcy” in the lives of the Gadarenes


When real, genuine revival comes, it will cause us to cease doing “business as usual!”

· When real, genuine revival comes - disruption will be your constant companion!

· You will constantly challenge the process

· You will ask – does this add value to us as a church as we seek to do the Great Commission and the Great Commandment?

· You will evaluate the effectiveness of programs and personnel and adjust as necessary

Mediocrity breed’s indifference

Quality always attracts!
How long has it been since there was a, “disruption of normalcy” in this church?

· How long since we did not go by the order of service in the bulletin?

ILLUSTRATION:

- Non-traditional Sunday.
- Only rule – cannot do things like you normally do them!


· How long since the pastor did not get to preach because a spontaneous testimony meeting broke out?

· How long since we had a spontaneous prayer meeting break out where people begin to share heartfelt prayer needs and caring souls actually joined around the altar and lifted those petitions to God?

· How long since you had a spontaneous praise and worship service breakout and you just sang the old songs of Zion to the top of your voice, and it did not matter if you were on key, off key, or did not have a key in your pocket?

· How long since you went up to somebody in this church and hugged his or her neck and said, “You are a blessing to me?”

· How long since the hot tears of joy have ran down your cheek as you basked in the presence of Holy God in this place?

· How long since this auditorium was transformed by the Holy Spirit into a Birthing Room and you had the privilege of witnessing a newborn believer being birthed into the kingdom of God?

· How long since smile and laughter reverberated in the walls of this place?

· How long since you really looked forward to coming to church?

Perhaps it has not happened because we have been too preoccupied & satisfied just watching the herd of swine feed!
We need a “disruption of normalcy”

Einstein’s definition of insanity: Doing the same thing, the same way, expecting different results!
Aaron McCollough’s interpretation of that:  If you always do, what you’ve always done, you’ll always get, what you always got!
If you want the cookie to turn out differently – you must change the recipe!

Close:

As I close this sermon tonight – I challenge you in this altar call time – place your pigs on the altar – let God destroy them if He so chooses – but come away with a greater resolve to see your problems solved than to see your pigs protected!

1:  Discomfort

2:  Dissatisfaction

3:  Disruption

