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Service Revival Series

Sermon #1: A Revival of Perspective


What’s Your Lot?

Genesis 11: 27 – 12: 5

Text Scripture:

Genesis 11:27 Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot.

28 And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.

29 And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah.

30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.

32 And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah died in Haran.

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.

Opening Comments:

· Sometime toward the end of November 2006 I received a telephone call from your pastor.

· He told me that God had laid it upon his heart to have a revival on the specific theme: Service.
· He asked if I would partner with him in prayer regarding this “service revival.”

· I told him I would.

· We talked on for quite awhile

· Then, just before he hung up the phone, he told me: Oh, by the way, God told me you were going to preach this revival.

· To say the least, I was both shocked & humbled


Tonight: 

· I do not stand before you of my own accord

· I do not come in my power

· I do not come in my “know how”

· I come simply as God’s messenger boy!

· I come with a URGENT message from our Lord

· And if there has ever been a time that I’ve known that I’m God’s man for the hour – it’s tonight – it’s this week – it’s this revival.

· I come with a very heavy sense of responsibility – for I believe with all my heart that God is going to use this revival as a catalyst and a fulcrum to lift this church to an entirely new level of ministry for Him

· As Emeril says: Bam! God’s gonna kick it up a notch!

· I desire your prayers

ILLUSTRATION:

Pray this week that I’ll be like a hen and rooster I heard about:

· One day, a hen expressed the ultimate ambition of her life, which was to lay an egg in the middle of a busy expressway. 

· So the rooster took her there. 

· When they got to the edge of the road, and traffic was whizzing by, the rooster gave her this advice: "All right now! Make it quick, and lay it on the line!"
Tonight I want to talk (lay it on the line) to you about perspective:  Dictionary.com defines perspective as: a mental view or prospect

In other words: Perspective is: The way you see things.
There’s an old saying that states: Reality is what it is perceived to be.
ILLUSTRATION:

· Have you ever noticed how you have one perspective - when it’s somebody else having surgery

· You have an entirely different perspective when it’s you!

ILLUSTRATION: (Perspective)

I heard about a rooster who spied an ostrich egg in the yard next door.  He quickly flew over the fence to examine it.  He looked it over, kicked it, and rolled it back into the yard.  He then called the hens on his side together and said, “Now girls, I’m not complaining – I’m simply showing you what others are doing in other places.

*The old rooster adjusted their perspective!
When our only point of reference is the eggs being produced in our henhouse, then we have a flawed point of reference. 

Often, the thing that prevents us from being all God wants  - is our perspective!
· This week, it shall not be my intention to imply in any way, shape, form or fashion that Baptist Tabernacle isn’t doing a good job for Jesus - You are!

· When compared to others – your Spiritual hen-eggs (the things the ministry of this church is accomplishing) are quite nice!!!

· My intention can be summed-up with one question:  Are you admiring, polishing, and showcasing the Spiritual hen-eggs you’re producing – while the Holy Spirit is pointing out ostrich eggs?

· There’s nothing wrong with the hen-eggs

· The Lord simply wants to adjust our perspective!!!

Luke 12: 48 states, “For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.”

Tonight I want to examine the Journey of Faith that Abram took and the “adjustments” God had to make to his “perspective” to get him where his heart beat as God’s.

Tonight we will examine three things Abram discovered on his Journey of Faith:

1: Good is the Enemy of the Best

2: The Best Often Looks Like the Worst

3: The Worst Reveals the Best

1: Good is the Enemy of the Best

31 And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.

32 And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah died in Haran.

Abram’s journey began in a city called Ur of the Chaldees with Terah his father & family

Note their destination: to go into the land of Canaan

Note their dwelling: and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there

Haran can be interpreted as: halfway.

Terah was on a journey to God’s Promised Land

The place of God’s ultimate favor and blessing

But halfway there – he encountered Haran

Haran was a nice place:

· Lush green pastures for his livestock

· Plenty of water

· All the modern day amenities

· Nice schools

· Good places to shop

· Good churches

· A comfortable place to live and raise a family

· In short – Haran was “Good”

However, there was one problem with Haran: It wasn’t where God instructed them to go!

It wasn’t God’s “Best!”

Note one of the saddest epitaph in the Bible: 32 And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah died in Haran.

· Terah died having never reached the destiny God had for him – He died halfway there! He died a halfway servant of God!

· He settled for “good” never realizing God’s “best” for his life.

· He found a comfortable place of service – and settled in.

Please note: The journey into your personal Promised Land will seldom be comfortable!

· It will challenge you

· It will stretch you

· It will move you out of your comfort zone!

· It will anger you

· It will frustrate you

So, tonight, if you feel real good about your place of service – you may want to check-up! (Repeat!)

God doesn’t expect “good.”  God expects “best!”

Tonight:  Is God getting your best, or have you settled in Haran? (Halfway servant?)

1: Good is the Enemy of the Best

2: The Best Often Looks Like the Worst

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.

Note:  In verse 1 God instructs Abram to leave: Country, kindred, and his father’s house.

Note: In verse 4 we see Abram still doesn’t have God’s perspective: and Lot went with him!

Note: When we operate in “our perspective” it ALWAYS comes back to haunt us!

*More on this later –

The best often looks like the worst –

Genesis 12:6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 

7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.

8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD.

9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 

10 And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land.

· Abram’s walking through the Land

· What he sees doesn’t look like a Promised Land to him

· Canaanites in the land – probably yelling out: “Hey, get off our land!” And Abram is mumbling under his breath, “You can have it! I should have stayed in Haran”

· Then twice he encounters God and builds altars

· Then we’re told in verse 10 there is A SEVERE FAMINE IN THE LAND

Some Promised Land!

· Then he travels into Egypt

· Egypt always represents sin

· There he tells Sarai to tell the Egyptians she is his sister (Which was only a half-lie)

· God plagues Egypt, and Pharaoh throws him out

Now note:  God brings him back to the place he started:  Genesis 13:3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai;

· Lot is still with him –

· There has come a division between their herdsmen

· Abram tells Lot – We’re family. Let’s don’t do this.  Let’s separate.  Whichever way you choose, I’ll go the other.

God arranged the circumstances to separate Lot from Abraham.

It was painful.

Lot was preventing God’s blessing on Abram

Genesis 13:14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:

15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.

18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD.

*Abram didn’t realize it – but he was in bondage to Lot!
Church – Christian Friend – Listen to me: God wants to bless you – but perhaps there is somebody – some thing – some habit – or some sin that you have to separate yourself from before He will bless you!

*What’s you Lot?

Maybe it’s even Haran itself!!!?

*What does God want you to separate yourself from so He can take you (and this church) to the next level of service?

*A rising tide lifts all boats!!! – When you separate – it will lift all!!!

Look at Abram’s Promised Land:

· It was inhabited by Canaanites

· It was experiencing a drought

· He couldn’t take his nephew with him

But here is where FAITH starts to kick-in:

Genesis 13:14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:

Service starts from “where you are!” (Repeat!)

· You cannot start from somewhere else

· You cannot wait for conditions to improve

· You cannot wait until you’re more talented


· You must start from where you are!

· He’s obedient to God and starts walking the land -

· He’s claming a land for heirs he doesn’t have –

· He cannot take Lot with him

· There is a famine

· Perhaps he runs into the same Canaanite who again yells: “Hey, get off my land!” But this time Abram yells back: “You get you and your camel off my land!”
God is bringing Abram to the realization that the “best” often comes disguised as the “worst” (Repeat!)

By faith:

· He left Haran

· He’s moving out from where he is - going to a place he cannot see

· To provide an inheritance for a unborn generation that he doesn’t know how God will raise up!

This is the kind of service God requires of us!!! (Repeat above!)

Church – understand: The work that God is calling you to – isn’t for you!

It’s for a generation God is going to raise-up!

1: Good is the Enemy of the Best

2: The Best Often Looks Like the Worst

3: The Worst Reveals the Best

Let’s recap Abram’s situation:

· His father died halfway to the Promised Land

· God calls him to go on into the Promised Land – BUT to leave his country AND KINDRED

· He disobeys God and takes Lot

· When he gets to the Promised Land – a draught has set in

· He goes to Egypt (gets out of God’s will)

· Causes his wife Sarai to lie

· Pharaoh kicks him out

· His herdsmen and Lot’s get onto a fight

· He has to kick-out his own nephew

· God then tells him to walk a drought stricken land and claim it for his heirs – AND HE HAS NO HEIRS!

· He and Sarai concoct a plan to help God out - that produces Ishmael

· Then God gives him an heir – Isaac – then instructs him to offer him as a sacrifice
Then – life is at its ABSOLUTE WORST  for Abram

But when Abrams life reached its absolute worst – God reached His absolute best!

Abrams heart began to beat as God’s – when he said: MY SON – GOD WILL PROVIDE FOR HIMSELF A SACRIFICE!
The worst revealed the best!

Close:

1: Good is the Enemy of the Best

2: The Best Often Looks Like the Worst

3: The Worst Reveals the Best

Church - my message to you to tonight is very simply:

God wants to take this church up a notch!

For Him to do so means: Some of you must realize - Hen-eggs won’t cut it when God’s showing you an ostrich egg!

For Him to do so means: Some of you need to quit worrying about the present condition of The Promised Land – and simply get into it, start walking and claiming! (‘Cause it ain't for you anyway – it’s for your heirs!)

For Him to do so means: Some of you need to realize – when things are at their worst – God is still at His best!

How many tonight are willing to commit to a “new perspective?”

· Are you in Haran?

· Are you looking at the Promised Land and seeing a drought and Canaanites – instead of the place God called you?

· Have you taken a trip to Egypt (sin) only to be led right back to where you started?

· What’s your Lot? – What do you need to separate from before God can move you into your Promised Land? To what or whom are you in bondage? 

· Are you willing to give it all to God?

· Will you commit to becoming the best servant member Baptist Tabernacle has ever had?

· Will you commit to producing Spiritual ostrich eggs?

Preached: 1-14-06 @ Baptist Tabernacle LaGrange, Georgia

