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Service Revival Series

Sermon #2: A Revival of Perception


Journey Into a far Country

Luke 15: 11-32

Text Scripture:

Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.

25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing.

26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.

27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.

28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.

29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:

30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.

31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.

32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

Intro:

Last night I preached about a Revival of Perspective

You will recall that I said Dictionary.com defines perspective as: a mental view or prospect - In other words: Perspective is: The way you see things.
Tonight I want to preach about: A Revival of Perception

Dictionary.com defines Perception as: “The act or faculty of apprehending by means of the senses or of the mind; cognition; understanding.”

There is a stark difference between Perspective and Perception 
· Perspective is: The way we see something – our point-of-view.  Which may or may not reflect reality.

· Perception is: Understanding reality – regardless of our point-of-view or circumstances.

Now, understanding the difference between perspective and perception – I want to lift this sermon from this text: 

A Revival of Perception - Journey Into a Far Country
Note:  Let me start by saying: 

· The story of the Prodigal Son is not about one son – but two

· One was just as prodigal as the other

· The only difference was one left home – and the other stayed home

· Reality check: You can be just as prodigal while sitting in the pew of this church – as somebody outside the church given to a sinful, debase lifestyle

Note: It wasn’t just the younger son who received his inheritance – it was both. 


12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

However, it was the younger who took his journey into a far country

Verses 12-16 outline the Prodigal Son’s journey “into” a far country:

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

1: Mile-markers on the Journey Into a Far Country: (It was all about him!)
The digression into a far country:

A: Vs 12: “And the ‘younger’”  Youth is often one of the mile markers on a journey into a far country.

· I still pull my share of bone-headed stunts – but the majority of my Spiritual catastrophes had youth associated with them!

· I was ignorance on a rampage looking for a place to manifest!

· People ask me questions today – I reply by telling them I wish they had asked me that while I was at my first pastorate.  I had all the answers back then – today I don’t even know the questions!

ILLUSTARTION:

· A young bear cub will attack a skunk

· Full-grown grizzlies give way to them

· The difference?

· Age and experience!!!

The Prodigal Son was young! – Youth is often a mile marker on the journey to a far country.

B: Vs 12: “And the younger of them said to his father” - Speaking when you should be listening is often one of the mile markers on the journey into a far country!

Ecclesiastes 3:7 … “a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak”

C: Vs 12: “Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me” – Foolish Request fueled by Fleshly Lust is often one of the mile markers on the journey into a far country.

D: Vs 13: “And not many days after” – Impatience is often a mile marker we encounter as we journey into a far country

E: Vs 13: “The younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living” – Bad decisions are one of the mile markers we pass on our journey into a far country

F: Vs 14: “And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want” – Unexpected Consequences is another mile marker we pass on our journey into a far country.

G: Vs 15: “And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine” – Surrogate Relationships is yet another mile marker on our journey into a far country.
 

· He “joined himself” to a citizen of that country

· Reality check: The citizen thought more of his hogs than The Prodigal Son!

H: Vs 16: “And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat” - A total disregard for standards, morals, and integrity was a mile marker he passed on his journey into a far country.

*Fain = Dictionary.com – “Gladly; willingly.”

· And he would have gladly and willingly filled his belly with the slop the pigs were eating!

· Nothing is more offensive to a Jew than pork!

I: Vs 16: “And no man gave unto him” – Aloneness, isolation, and a feeling of hopelessness was the final mile marker he passed on his journey into a far country.

· The bad news is that the journey into a far country is a most painful trip

· The sad news is that it’s a journey most of us have made

· The good news is that when you travel into a forest long enough – you reach a point where you’re no longer headed “into” – rather, you’re “coming out of!”

There may be many under the sound of my voice that, if the truth be known: 

· You’ve taken a journey into a far country 

· You’ve messed-up big time

· You’ve wasted your substance on riotous living

· You’ve taken residence in the pigpen of life

· You know all the hogs by the grunts they make

· And you’re floundering around trying to find your way out

· And you’re wondering – HOW DID I EVER GET MYSELF INTO THIS MESS – AND HOW CAN I GET OUT OF IT?

· AND IF I DO GET OUT – WOULD GOD EVER USE ME AGAIN AND ALLOW ME TO SERVE HIM?

I  have “good news” for you tonight –

· While it’s true that verses 12-16 give a road map into a far country – 

· Verses 17-31 give us a way out of the far country!

You don’t have to stay there!!! 

1: Mile-markers on the Journey Into a Far Country:

2: Mile-markers on the Journey Out of a Far Country (It was all about others!)
A: Vs 17 “And when he came to himself” – He got a new PERCEPTION.

The first mile marker he encountered on the way out was: A new way of thinking!

He realized that the same way of thinking that got him into the pigpen – wouldn’t get him out!

Church: Wherever you’re at in your spiritual journey – the way of thinking that got you there – won’t carry you to the next level!

***The same way of thinking that brought many of you from the church on Jenkins Street – won’t take you to 1,000 in Sunday School (And I’m not talking about the message – I’m talking about the methods!)
The same way of thinking that grew your Sunday School Class from 5-25 – won’t take you to 100

If you’re going to see this ministry reach the full potential God has for it – you must realize: It ain’t about you!
· This my four and no more way of thinking – won’t cut it!

· Thinking you’re the boss – won’t cut it!

· Thinking things have got to be your way – won’t cut it!

· Thinking you shouldn’t be inconvenienced – won’t cut it!

· This defeatist/can’t do it/can’t afford it/ never done it that way before way of thinking – won’t cut it!

· This I’m not good enough way of thinking – won’t cut it!

· This little church way of thinking – won’t cut it!!! (Broaden your horizons!!!)

It was Robert Kennedy who said, “There are those who look at things the way they are, and ask why... I dream of things that never were, and ask why not?”

Robert Kennedy also said, “Only those who dare to fail greatly - can ever achieve greatly.”

As an individual Christian - if you would be the servant God would have you be at this church – this is the attitude you must adopt!

Church – as a corporate body – if you would be the church God would have you be – then this is also the attitude you must adopt!

And if you for one minute thing God will be pleased with less – then as my momma used to say: “You got another think coming!”

The choice is crystal clear – change your way of thinking – or stay in the pigpen!  There’s no alternative!!! BUT DON’T EXPECT ME TO STAY WITH YOU!!!

B: 17 And when he came to himself, “he said”
· Did you catch that?

· This verse didn’t say: “He thought”
· It said: “He said”

The second mile marker on the way out of the far country is encouragement!
Proverbs 18:21, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue”

· You can talk something up – or you can talk it down

· You can talk LIFE into it – or you can talk DEATH into it!

· Circumstances don’t matter (He was still in the pigpen when he started talking-up his plan!)

***You know what this church needs just as much as anything?  CHEERLEADERS!
Your place of service may be as an ENCOURAGER!!!

Will Rogers said, “Everybody can’t be in the parade – ‘cause somebody has to stand on the corner and clap as them come by!”
C: 17 “How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!” – Third mile marker – making a correct assessment of the present condition!

He could have dressed those pigs in a tutu and call the pigpen the Taj-Mahal 

But reality was – he was still in a pigpen – hungry – and his father’s servants had it better than he!

D: Vs 18 “I will arise and go to my father”

Four Mile Markers:

1. I will: Future focused planning

2. Arise: Get up: Action

3. Go to My father: Won’t ask him to come to me: Initiative!

4. Father: He realized although he was in a far country – the relationship was still in tact!: Relationships!

E: He realized that “becoming a servant” was the only way out of his pigpen!

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

Note: He didn’t say: Make me as my brother – or as I used to be – but let me be a servant!

**But note in verse 18 – he realizes REPENTANCE to the father – MUST – PRECEDE any SERVICE he hopes to render!

Close:

· Tonight, your Spiritual Journey may have taken you into a far country

· You may have done things of which you aren’t proud

· You may think you’re damaged – soiled merchandise

· God couldn’t use you

· But when you come to the Father – IN REPENTANCE –WILLING TO SERVE – He Restores!!!

A party breaks out!!!

The fatted calf has been in the stall the whole time – waiting on you to “come to yourself” “repent” and start “serving” the Father again.

Sure! – There will be some dead-head’s like the Elder Brother WHO WON’T LIKE IT!

ILLUSTRATION:

· Building Bethel Chapel

· One man against it

· Didn’t do anything to help

· Criticized at every opportunity

· When they had open house – was overheard saying, “Look what ‘we’ built!”

But the Father will straighten him out: THE PARTY IS IN THE HOUSE SON – WE AIN’T BRINGING IT TO YOU – YOU GOTTA COME TO IT!

It’s your decision – PARTY or POUT!

HIS PERCEPTION NEEDED REVIVING!!!

CHURCH: THERE’S A PARTY GOING ON – YOU GONNA PARTY OR POUT?

Aren’t you glad that through God’s love – you can only go “into” the far country so far – there comes a time you start “coming out!”

Coming out to serve!!!

Tonight – somebody needs to come out of the far country and start serving God again – will you?
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