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Sermon #3: A Revival of Participation


Prove It!

John 14: 1-15

Text Scripture:
John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?

10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.

12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever

Intro:
In the first 14 verses of our text scripture we see where:

· Jesus paints a beautiful picture of heaven – our mansions – and the afterlife

· He tells us He is the only way into heaven

· He explains that He and the Father are one – and if you’ve seen Him – you’ve seen the Father – They are One!

· He then tells His followers that THROUGH FAITH they both CAN and ARE EXPECTED to do GREATER WORKS THAN HE!

· He tells them that if they ask in His name – He will do it

· And finally, in verse 16 He promises the Holy Spirit to empower them.

But verse 15 is where I want to drop plow:

Listen to the charge Jesus gives them:  15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.
Translated into simple, Redneck, Aaron McCollough English, Jesus is saying: If you love Me – PROVE IT – by doing what I told you to do!!!

Our Christian service is not merely an act of OBEDIENCE – it is more! – Much more!!! IT IS AN ACT OF LOVE!!! --- If – you – “love Me” --- Keep my commandments - Wow! (Repeat!)

During the course of His earthly ministry – and throughout all His recorded teachings – Jesus gave many commands.

I believe that the majority, if not all of His commands, will fall into one of three categories:

1. The Commands to Social Service

2. The Commands to Civil Service

3. The Commands to Evangelistic Service

I want to examine all three today and remind you (and me) that if we love Him – we’ll do what He says do!

1: The Commands to Social Service

Matthew 22:35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38 This is the first and great commandment.

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

The teaching is simple – if we love God – we must love His people – Our Neighbors! (All of them!) (Developing a sermon on: Nets or Lures?)

In Luke 10:29 one asks: “But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?”

And Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan – who ministered to a person who had been robbed, beaten, and left for dead – whom the Priest and the Levite “passed by”

Then Jesus teaching about the sick, poor, and those in prison states: 

Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

38  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

39  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

Matthew 25:45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

Clearly, we have the command to Social Service!

And I think you do a pretty good job of this:

· You have your food closet

· You have your coat closet

· You have your addictions ministry

· You’ve got your Care Ministry

The question is not are you doing a good job (Chicken eggs)
The question is do you have a God-sized vision for Social Ministry in this church? (Ostrich Eggs!)
· What about English as a second language ministries?

· What about a GED ministry?

· What about a ministry to troubled teenage boys (Upward basketball?)

· What about a ministry to troubled teenage girls?

· What about a ministry to pregnant & unwed teenage girls?

· What about a ministry to single mothers?

· What about a ministry of changing the oil in cars or doing light home repairs for the widows and elderly?

It’s not my job today to be the Holy Spirit – and tell you what to do - IT’S MY JOB TO CHALLENGE YOU TO DO MORE!

I’M CHALLENGING YOU TO SERVE!

· *I’m a “Trekkie” (Star Trek Fan) from way back

· But one of the best words on any of the series in when Captain Picard - looks directly into the camera - and says: ENGAGE!!!
· My mission today is to look you square in the eye and say: ENGAGE!
· *You may be sitting under the sound of my voice tonight thinking – You know, he’s right!  Somebody in this church needs to start a ministry to: _______  

· And I’m telling you – YOU JUST MAY BE THAT SOMEBODY!!!

· IF NOT YOU – WHO?

Well – I would do it Brother Aaron – but if I did that – then all these other “jobs” I’m doing – that I don’t really enjoy doing anyway – wouldn’t get done!

GOOD!

Quit doing those things you are not called to do and aren’t passionate about doing

Identify what you are called to do – what you’re passionate about – and start doing that!

*If I told you that of all your gifts – you could only keep one for Jesus – what would it be? – THEN DO THAT!!!

1: The Commands to Social Service

2: The Commands to Civil Service

Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

In His great Sermon on the Mount Jesus instructs, admonishes, and commanded us to “engage” and “serve” in the Civil Arena of life.

Christ never intended for us to limit our Christian Service to the four walls of this sanctuary!

The “separation of church and state” is not in the Bible or the Constitution.

Quite the contrary!!!

We are to take this church “outside” the walls of this church into the community – and make a difference!!!

· Peter and John and the beggar at the gate called Beautiful

· The beggar couldn’t come into the church

· They took the church to him!

· Silver and Gold have I none, but such as I have give I you – In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth – rise up and walk!

Salt:

1: Is a Preservative – this is why the world is rotting and deteriorating; morals have gone to hell in a hand basket, and Christians are mocked – We’ve abandoned our real mission field – THE WORLD AROUND US!!!

2: Salt adds flavor

Light: 

1: Illuminates

2: Exposes

*Speed of darkness? Identical to the speed of light!

As Christians - Christ commands us to be engaged in this world’s infrastructure! 

AND AS SOON AS WE’RE REMOVED – DARKNESS COMES!!!
In Jeremiah 8 – four questions are asked that are as relevant today for America as they were to the Jews in Jeremiah’s day:

1: Jeremiah 8:5 (A question to the public) “Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return.”

2: Jeremiah 8:14 ( A question to the Pew) “Why do we sit still …”

3: Jeremiah 8:19 (A question to the Politician) “… Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities?”

4:  Jeremiah 8:22 (A question to the Pulpit) Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

Why? – Because the salt has lost its saltiness and the light has grown dim!

We have disengaged – AND DARKNESS HAS OVERTAKEN US!!!

Change doesn’t come from the outside in – it comes from the inside out!

Talking about service – service extends outside the walls of this church ---

Why isn’t there a Salt and Light Committee in your church:

· A committee that has members sitting in on every Board of Commissioners Meeting

· A committee that has members sitting in on every City Council Meeting?

· A committee that has members sitting in on every Board of Education Meeting?

· A committee that has members sitting in on every Board of Zoning and Appeals Meeting

· A committee that has members sitting in on the Library Board Meetings?

· A committee that has members lobbying the Georgia Legislature on issues involving Christians!

Why aren’t some of you running for local office?

We need Christians in all levels of government!!!

Engage!!! – PROVE IT!!! BE SALT AND LIGHT!!!

1: The Commands to Social Service

2: The Commands to Civil Service

3: The Commands to Evangelistic Service

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

The command could not be any clearer:

1: Who? – You!

2: What? Go! – Not merely give money to others who are going – but you – go! And you teach, and witness and see people converted and baptize them and  disciple them!

3: When? – Now!

4: Where? Jerusalem (Your city/county) Judea (Your state) Samaria (North America) the uttermost part of the earth (Internationally)

Why isn’t there an acts 1: 8 Team in your church?

Those who would say:

· We will do hands on mission work in: (Jerusalem) (And God know there are plenty of places for you to plug into!) (Personal Soul Winning) (Home Bible Studies)

· We will do hands on mission work: (Judea) Somewhere in the state

· We will do hands on mission work: (Samaria) Somewhere in the United States or Canada

· We will do hands on mission work: (Uttermost) Somewhere in the world

And yes! – God may be calling somebody as a fulltime vocational missionary!

He may be calling others into short-term mission involvement

Either way the calling is to GO!

Why isn’t there a Broadcast Team in this Church?
· You’ve got the technology

· You’ve got the talent

· You can purchase the equipment (You can’t afford not to!)

· And your services ought to be broadcast on television – radio – and streamed live via the Internet literally around the world!

Don’t change your message – change your methods!!!

Prove it!!!
Why? – So that men women boys and girls will come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ!!!

Close:

*If you have a need – plant a seed!!!

If you have a vision for 1 thousand in Sunday School – you better plant 10 thousand seeds --- and you don’t plant them all in one field!!!

Quit fishing with lures and throw the net!!!

Jesus said: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  PROVE IT!!!

1: The Commands to Social Service

2: The Commands to Civil Service

3: The Commands to Evangelistic Service

Will you “Prove it”?

Will you commit to serve God in one of these three areas?

A SIMPLE CHALLENGE: If ye love me, keep my commandments! 

PROVE IT!!!

THE PROOF IS IN THE PUDDING!!!
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