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Service Revival Series

Sermon #4: A Revival Through God’s Prohibition


When God Rejects Your Offering (Service)

Genesis 3: 17-19 & Genesis 4: 1-5

Text Scripture:
Genesis 3:17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

Intro:
For this sermon to make sense to you tonight – you must understand I will be using the words “offering” and “service” as though they are synonymous.

For after all – when you breakdown the term “Christian Service” to its lowest common denominator – it is defined as: Our “offering” to God.

When you breakdown the word “offering” to its lowest common denominator – it is defined as: Our “service” to God.

Indeed – they mean the same thing.

The thesis for this sermon tonight is very simply: Sometimes God has to “reject” our “offering” (service) to get our attention – and bring us back into a place where He is pleased with us.

There’s an axiom that: “Something is better than nothing.” 

· And indeed, often, this is the case

· However, when it comes to our Christian Service – sometimes – NOTHING is better than SOMETHING! (Repeat!)

· There’s another axiom that comes to mind: “It is better to let the world think you’re crazy, than to open your mouth and remove all doubt!”
· In our Christian Service – sometimes doing NOTHING is better than doing the WRONG - SOMETHING!
Tonight I want to examine three instances in the Bible where God rejected the “offering” of His people.

Three times where Nothing would have been preferable to Something.

1: Nothing is better than Something - when our service is based upon a Foundation God has REJECTED

In the beginning – God created the most beautiful garden ever known to man – the Garden of Eden – and He placed man in the center of it.

Man sinned – and because of that sin God “cursed the ground” and drove man out of the garden

After a period of time - Adam and Eve’s two boys, Cain (the farmer) and Able (the Shepherd) came to present “offerings” (the fruits of their service) to God

Cain had the audacity to offer to God an offering of what He had just cursed – an offering that was in always inferior to what God created in the Garden of Eden

Abel brought an offering of a blood sacrifice (Grace) and God accepted it. (But that’s not my sermon tonight)

· Cain’s service was rejected because it had God’s Curse at its very core

· He was offering for a blessing what God cursed

· GOD REJECTED CAIN – AND HE REJECTED HIS OFFERING!

But God then asks him (Vs 7) “If thou “doest” well (not offer something good – but do good SERVICE!) shalt thou not be accepted?”

In other words --- God is saying to Cain --- Cain, as long as you service is based upon something I’ve rejected and cursed – I won’t accept it.  But if you will base your service upon what I’ve blessed – I’ll accept you and your offering!
The most important thing in Christian Service is not “what” we offer to God - but “how” we offer it!

ILLUSTRATION:

· Today I was at the Columbus Baptist Association

· Columbus Mission Central

· Couple called and made a $45,000 donation to fund the medical missions

· Lady who came for the Christmas Toy Ministry

· Prayed to receive Jesus

· Drug addict

· Returned and gave an $11.00 offering

· 
Which do you think was more blessed of God?

The Widow with the Two Mites proves this!

Also – Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Tonight I wonder – how many are having their service and offering rejected by God – because it is based upon a foundation God has rejected?

· There may be those under the sound of my voice – you’re one of the biggest workers in this church – but God is rejecting your service – because if the truth be known – you don’t know Him as your personal Savior! 

You’re playing the church game – but you don’t know Jesus! AND ALL YOUR GOOD WORKS – MINUS JESUS = HELL WHEN YOU DIE!!!

· There may be those under the sound of my voice – you’re one of the biggest workers in the church – but you’re holding a grudge against your neighbor.  

1 John 4:20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

· There may be those under the sound of my voice – you’re one of the biggest workers in the church – but God is rejecting your service – because you’ve got un-confessed and un-repented of sin in your life.  

· So what if you had an affair?

· So what if you stole it?

· So what if you told a lie on somebody?

· So what if you go our partying and living like the devil?

God’s commandments and statutes don’t apply to you!  

1 John 2:4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
· I don’t care how much you do for this church

· I don’t care how much money you contribute

· I don’t care how long you’ve been a member

The important thing is not the “what” you’re doing – it is “how” you’re serving!

If your service is based upon something God has rejected – you and your offering are already rejected!
1: Nothing is better than Something - when our service is based upon a Foundation God has REJECTED

2: Nothing is better than Something – when our service is based upon Refuse (Trash) (Leftovers) (Less than the Best)

Malachai 1: 6-14: (God says!)

Malachi 1:6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name?

7 Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. 

8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts. 

9 And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts. 

10 Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.

11 For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.

12 But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible.

13 Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD. 

14 But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen.

In Leviticus 22 the priests were given specific instructions regarding the sacrifices they were to offer to God:

· They were to bring pure animals

· They were to bring unblemished animals

· They were to OFFER the BEST to God!

But the PRIEST were responding by offering the worst animals to God!

7 times in this passage God reminds them Who He is: The Lord of Hosts – The Lord Almighty:

· He deserves the best

· He desires the best

· He demands the best

· The Priests had the AUDACITY to offer blind and diseased animals to God – LEFTOVERS!!! – (Gather up the fragments that remain 12 Baskets didn’t want them living off leftovers!)
· The PRIESTS were not holding the people to a higher standard

· They were accepting MEDICORITY!!!

Learn this:

QUALITY always ATTRACTS – MEDIOCRITY breeds INDIFFERENCE!

· Singers: Sing with quality (Don’t listen to “how” I sing this – just listen to the words.)  NO!!!  You’re supposed to be offering something special!
· Teachers: Teach with quality (Can’t study your lesson in the car on the way to church!)

· Preachers: Preach with quality (Well God didn’t speak to me this week – NO! You didn’t study!

· Worshippers: Worship with quality! (Get into the service!) (Going to the Partee!!!)

And I’m here to tell you – it’s better to do nothing that it is to do it half-hearted – halfway – mediocre

There may be those under the sound of my voice – God is rejecting your service because - you’re offering Him your leftovers!:

· Leftover Church Attendance: If I don’t have anything else to do – I’ll go to church!

· Leftover Prayers: “Now I lay me down to sleep …” (And brag about going to sleep on God!)

· Leftover Bible Reading: I read my Bible every week – (when the pastor announces his text!)

· Leftover tithes and offerings – I give to God from what’s leftover!

· Some of you are making your mortgage and car payments with stolen money! (It belongs to God – and you wonder why God isn’t accepting your offering!) Duh!!!
· And let’s talk about burn offerings – Do you know why God likes burnt offerings – ‘cause once its burnt – we can go get part of it back!

1: Nothing is better than Something - when our service is based upon a Foundation God has REJECTED

2: Nothing is better than Something – when our service is based upon Refuse (Trash) (Leftovers) (Less than the Best)

3: Nothing is better than Something – when our service is based upon deceit - that enhances our Religious Standing.
Acts 5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.

9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.

10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

· Ananias & Sapphira sold a possession for a certain amount of money

· They made believe that they gave the whole selling price to the church – but in reality – kept back a part for them.

· Nobody told them they “had” to give “all” the money

· They wanted everybody in the church to think they were more spiritual that they really were

· God killed ‘em grave yard dead!

There may be those under the sound of my voice – God is rejecting your service because – you giving to glorify yourself – rather than giving to glorify God!

· Service doesn’t make you more Spiritual

· More Spirituality increases your service

Ask Mary and Martha

Luke 10: 40-42:

Luke 10:40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things:

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

Close:

Herein is the real lesson of this revival – the more Spiritual we become – the more we will serve.

However, the reverse isn’t true.  More service doesn’t make us more Spiritual!

1: Nothing is better than Something - when our service is based upon a Foundation God has REJECTED

2: Nothing is better than Something – when our service is based upon Refuse (Trash) (Leftovers) (Less than the Best)

3: Nothing is better than Something – when our service is based upon deceit that enhances our Religious Standing.

Tonight, we’ve discussed three reasons for God rejecting our service

There’s one cure –

When we get our heart right – our service will follow

James 2:18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?


As I go to my seat I wonder:

· Chicken eggs or Ostrich eggs?

· What’s Your Lot?

· Are you headed into a Far Country – or out?

· Are you fishing with a Net or Lure?

· Are you in your sweet spot?

· Are you going to the partee?

· Quality or Mediocrity?

Will you serve?

It’s up to you!!!

Preached: 1-17-06 @ Baptist Tabernacle in LaGrange, GA

