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Travail

John 16: 19-23

Text Scripture:

John 16:19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me?

20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.

Intro:
· In this passage of scripture, Jesus has just told His disciples that in a little while they would not see Him – then in a little while they would see Him

· He begins to explain His teaching by telling them that in their lives there would be crying, lamenting, and sorrow - while the world was rejoicing – but the time would come when their sorrow would be turned to joy

· He then relates it to a woman travailing in childbirth

· Travail means – to suffer or labor painfully, especially in childbirth
· But then, when the event happens, that the travail turns to rejoicing

As I began to ponder this, God put the word travail upon my mind and heart

I believe churches are in the shape they are in today because we, the members, have forgotten what it is like to travail in the work of God!

As I thought about a woman travailing in birth pains, I realized there are several things that must happen before the woman travails in childbirth

Before the pains of childbirth occur – the woman makes the decision that she is totally committed to the process

To borrow a poker term – she is “all in”

ILLUSTRATION:

· It kinda reminds me of a story I heard about a chicken and a pig talking in the barnyard one day

· They decided to go into the restaurant business

· The pig asked the chicken what their specialty was going to be

· The chicken told him breakfast

· He then asked what was going to be the feature on the menu

· The chicken told him Bacon & Eggs

· The pig refused

· When the chicken asked why he replied, “Well, the menu only takes a “contribution” from you, but it requires “total commitment” by me!

I believe revival tarries because church members, good God-fearing people, only want to make a “contribution” to the cause of Christ, and are not “all in!”
Nobody wants to do the hard work required!

As I thought about this word “travail” I thought about the things that must happen:

1:  A Partnership (Travail in the Partnership)
I thought of the kid’s nursery rhyme:

Johnny & Susie sitting in a tree – K-I-S-S-I-N-G

First comes love, then comes marriage,

Yonder comes Susie with a baby carriage!
In my day, there was an order to things:

1. First came love

2. Then came marriage

3. Then comes the baby carriage

Not so today – but that is not my sermon for today!

· When marriage occurs – a decision has been made to form a partnership

· Vows are spoken – For better or for worse, richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, honor, and cherish, and forsaking all others, to commit ourselves unto each other – until death do us part!
· The two flesh become one

· After awhile you start to think alike, act alike, talk alike, and even look alike

· My wife became my Completer – she completes my sentences – she completes my meals (You order what you want and I will just eat some of yours!) 

There must be a commitment to the partnership


Today we preachers really need to change the vows to:  I promise to love, honor, and cherish – until you really make me mad – THEN I AM OUTTA HERE!

Would I insult your intelligence if I told you that normally, the product of a healthy man and a healthy woman, in a marriage partnership - is children?

Would I insult your intelligence if I told you that sometimes you have to travail in a marriage?

May I tell you that any person who will tell you that marriage is a 50/50 partnership … will lie to you about something else too?  Sometimes it is 60-/40, 70/30, 80/20, 90/10, and even 100/0!  Seldom is it 50/50!!!

You have to travail.

I am telling you today that the missing ingredient in most churches is their ability to travail in the Partnership of our for the work of the Master! (Cut & run)
1:  A Partnership

2:  A Pregnancy (Travail in the Pregnancy)
When a woman discovers she is expecting – she is not only pregnant with a person – she is pregnant with:

· Potential

· Possibility

· Personality

· Promise (Every newborn baby is God’s promise that He has not yet wearied with this world!)

When the local church is in a proper relationship with the Heavenly Father we become pregnant with:

· Potential (Our little church – we won’t ever be anything!)

· Possibility (Kennedy:  Some folks look at things that are and ask why.  I dream of things that are not and ask why not?) 

· Personality (Embrace it!)

· Promise –that God has not yet wearied with this church!

1:  A Partnership

2:  A Pregnancy
3:  A Period of Development (Travail in the Period of Development)
Did you all know that it is impossible for a woman to be “a little bit pregnant?”

You either are – or you aren’t!

· How many ladies in the crowd have given birth to a child?

· How many of you remember the day the doctor gave you the news?

· How many gave birth the very next day?

· No!

· Why?

· Because there was a development process your child had to go through!

· Great things don’t develop in a day – rather, they happen because of what you do they develop daily!

The great things God wants to birth through the ministry of this church – has to be given time to develop!

There is a process!!!

1:  A Partnership

2:  A Pregnancy

3:  A Period of Development

4:  There is Pain Associated with the Process (Travail in the Pain) 
There are several great mysteries of life that I have yet to figure out:

1:  Is why you never see a baby pigeons

2:  What does that Guy named Martin do with your dry cleaning – One Hour Martinnizing?

3:  Why would a woman want natural childbirth – when we have soooo many good drugs today?

Jacob of Old Travailed all night with God (Wrestled) (God touched hip – pain – but he travailed!)

Although we cannot stop the pain – we can be cheerleaders through the process!

Push! Push! Push!

Breathe! Breathe! Breathe!

ILLUSTRATION:

Me & my girls:

· Heather:  Suck it up and go!

· Stephanie:  Battery fell off the VCR Camera – just as they were about to cut the cord! 

· Church can be a painful process – and travail occurs – we need to support!

· But when we see the baby – the pain is forgotten!

1:  A Partnership

2:  A Pregnancy

3:  A Period of Development

4:  There is Pain Associated with the Process
5:  Prayer 
Pray without ceasing.  No command to preach, teach, sing, or have committee meetings w/o ceasing – only pray!

1:  A Partnership

2:  A Pregnancy

3:  A Period of Development

4:  There is Pain Associated with the Process
5:   Prayer 

6:  Proud Parents!

And although every newborn child looks like a wet rat – we proudly step back and say:

· My boy!

· My girl!

1:  A Partnership

2:  A Pregnancy

3:  A Period of Development

4:  There is Pain Associated with the Process

5:  Prayer 

6:  Proud Parents!

7:  Praise (Travail in Praise)

· Perhaps your spouse just walked in and told you they don’t love you anymore

· Perhaps you were molested as a child by a loved one

· Perhaps you were the innocent victim of an affair

· Perhaps it’s a loved one on drugs

· Perhaps you have been the object of someone’s malicious gossip or ridicule

· Perhaps it’s your job

· Perhaps it’s a thousand things

But as Jesus – we must travail

And how dare us refer to Jesus as the “Man Upstairs” and say “we have our ‘own thing” worked out with Him.

· He is Holy God

· For 33 years, the seat at the right hand of the Father was vacant while Jesus travailed against death, hell, and the devil

· Came back into heaven

· Perhaps the angels formed a receiving line

· Congratulations, salutes, and cheers of welcome home

· Perhaps one angel steps out and says, “Master.  If you don’t mind me saying so, you look like you have been to hell and back.”

· Jesus replies, “I have!”

· And just maybe, somewhere in the corner of heaven a chorus starts, “Holy. Holy. Holy! Lord God Almighty! …

Close:
Here it is – come around this altar tonight and start travailing over:

1:  Your Partnership with God, your family, your friends, and this church!

2:  The Pregnancy itself

3:  The Period of Development

4:  The Pain Associated with the Process

5:  In Prayer 

6:  In Pride of being Proud Parents!

7:  In Praise

It’s about getting back into the business of birthing babies into the kingdom of God!

Church, if your birth rate does not exceed your death rate – pretty soon – the last person out the door can turn off the lights!

As I close, let me tell you where you can travail – 

· Singers singing -  we do not travail in prayer for them – and our attention – our worship – our prayers

· Preacher up preaching – we do not travail in support by giving him our undivided attention – or our prayers – or worship - (Push! Push!)

· Preachers calls for the altar call – ladies put on their pocketbooks and men put on their coats!

· Travail in prayer! (Push! Push!)

· God has a soul under conviction Travail (Push! Push!)


You want revival – here it is – come around this altar tonight and start travailing over the sin in your life – in the life of your family – in the life of your neighbor! (Push! Push!)  - 

Preached:  11-1-10 @ United Baptist Church Phenix City, ALA, Preached 11-7-10 @ Callaway Baptist Church LaGrange, GA
