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Redeeming the Time – 

How to Leave a Legacy worth Honoring

Ephesians 5: 15-17
Text Scripture:
Ephesians 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

Intro:

As an Associational Missionary, I am called upon to do many different (strange) things.

Not too long ago I was asked to preach at Flat Shoals-Salem Road Baptist Church out of LaGrange.
The occasion was a dedication service for stained glass windows given to honor those who had faithfully served God at that church for many years

As I thought about what I would say, the thought came into my mind:  What do you have to do to get a stained glass window placed in memory of you when you’re dead and gone?  

What’s the criteria?
The answer was very simple – to get a stained glass window placed in your memory – you have to leave a legacy worth honoring!
The reality of life and the reality of this church is – none of us are permanent fixtures!
We are all just passing through

The purpose of revival is to remind us of that fact, and to encourage us to evaluate and adjust our lives so we can leave a legacy worth honoring.

· The greatest threat to Christianity is: HAVING A FAITH THAT DRIFTS!!!
· No course corrections! (Revival is about course corrections!)
ILLUSTRATION:

If plane flying from New York to Tel Aviv in Israel drifted off course one-degree north, it would end up in Moscow instead of Tel Aviv.  That’s 1, 644 miles off course!

Drift!!! -  NO COURSE CORRECTIONS

ILLUSTRATION:

"All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing." (Edmund Burke)

ILLUSTRATION:

Plotting the course isn’t enough!!!

ILLUSTRATION:

· A flight from Atlanta to California plots the course to its destination

· It begins with the end in mind

· Because of external pressures upon the aircraft (Jet Stream) it must continually measure where it is on the planet (evaluate) and make course corrections (adjustments)

· Because the goal or destination is so far in front of the plane, the passengers usually don’t feel the corrections happening

· A Cruise Ship headed through the Gulf of Mexico (or any waters) plots the course to its destination

· It begins with the end in mind

· But because of external pressures upon the ship (Gulf Stream) it must continually measure where it is on the planet (evaluate) – and make course corrections (adjustments)

*Sign in mall: YOU ARE HERE!!!
I want to read for you today an excerpt from: All I Ever Really Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten – by Robert Fulgham 


Most of what I really need to know about how to live, and what to do, and how to be, I learned in Kindergarten. 

Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in the sandbox at nursery school. 

These are the things I learned:


· Share everything

· Play fair

· Don't hit people

· Put things back where you found them. 

· Clean up your own mess

· Don't take things that aren't yours

· Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody

· Wash your hands before you eat

· Flush

· Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you

· Live a balanced life - Learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work every day some. 

· Take a nap every afternoon

· When you go out into the world, watch for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. 
Be aware of wonder. 

· Remember the little seed in the plastic cup? The roots go down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why, but we are all like that. 

· Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the little seed in the plastic cup - they all die. So do we. 

· And then remember the book about Dick and Jane and the first word you learned, the biggest word of all: LOOK. 

· Everything you need to know is in there somewhere - The Golden Rule and love and basic sanitation Ecology and politics and sane living. 

Think of what a better world it would be if we all - the whole world had cookies and milk about 3 o'clock every afternoon and then lay down with our blankets for a nap. Or if we had a basic policy in our nation and other nations to always put things back where we found them and cleaned up our own messes. 

And it is still true; no matter how old you are, when you go out into the world, it is best to hold hands and stick together. 

I want to re-read a small portion of what Robert Fulghum said: 


· Remember the little seed in the plastic cup? The roots go down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why, but we are all like that. 

· Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the little seed in the plastic cup - they all die. So do we. 

*The most sobering thought in all of life is that we do NOT have and infinite amount of time – we have a very finite amount!

Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

As Robert Fulghum states – we all have growing seasons – times when it’s our time – but then – just as the goldfish, hamster, white mice, and even the seed in the cup – we all die!

The question that begs an answer today is not if we will die rather, will we learn how to truly live?

· If you and I wander through the cemetery and examine headstones – we’ll see names and dates: born-died.  

· How tragic that life as we know it often gets reduced to a dash between two numbers!

Today, we are gathered at this church to celebrate the rich heritage left by good Christian people who, 


· By the way they chose to live their lives, 

· By the examples they set, 

· By the legacy they have left, 

· Did what was necessary to insure their lives were more, much more that a dash between numbers; 

· These are people who learned how to live.

The Psalmist said it a different way in Psalms 90:12: “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”

*Let me put that in Aaron English:  Teach me Lord to prioritize what’s really important in my life - that I might be filled with your wisdom – and leave a legacy that brings honor to You! – That I might learn how to live! 
ILLUSTRATION

I want to share an illustration with you entitled:  His theory of a "thousand marbles."
The older I get, the more I enjoy Saturday mornings. Perhaps it's the quiet solitude that comes with being the first to rise, or maybe it's the unbounded joy of not having to be at work. Either way, the first few hours of a Saturday morning are most enjoyable.
A few weeks ago, I was shuffling toward the basement shack with a steaming cup of coffee in one hand and the morning paper in the other. What began as a typical Saturday morning, turned into one of those lessons that life seems to hand you from time to time. 

Let me tell you about it.
I turned the dial up into the phone portion of the band on my ham radio in order to listen to a Saturday morning swap net. Along the way, I came across an older sounding chap, with a tremendous signal and a golden voice. You know the kind, he sounded like he should be in the broadcasting business. He was telling whoever he was talking with something about "a thousand marbles".
I was intrigued and stopped to listen to what he had to say. "Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you're busy with your job. I'm sure they pay you well but it's a shame you have to be away from home and your family so much. Hard to believe a young fellow should have to work sixty or seventy hours a week to make ends meet. Too bad you missed your daughter's dance recital."
He continued, "Let me tell you something Tom, something that has helped me keep a good perspective on my own priorities."
And that's when he began to explain his theory of a "thousand marbles."
"You see, I sat down one day and did a little arithmetic. The average person lives about seventy-five years. I know, some live more and some live less, but on average, folks live about seventy-five years."
"Now then, I multiplied 75 times 52 and I came up with 3900 which is the number of Saturdays that the average person has in their entire lifetime. Now stick with me Tom, I'm getting to the important part."
"It took me until I was fifty-five years old to think about all this in any detail", he went on, "and by that time I had lived through over twenty-eight hundred Saturdays. I got to thinking that if I lived to be seventy-five, I only had about a thousand of them left to enjoy."
"So I went to a toy store and bought every single marble they had. I ended up having to visit three toy stores to round-up 1000 marbles. I took them home and put them inside of a large, clear plastic container right here in the shack next to my gear. Every Saturday since then, I have taken one marble out and thrown it away."
"I found that by watching the marbles diminish, I focused more on the really important things in life. There is nothing like watching your time here on this earth run out to help get your priorities straight."
"Now let me tell you one last thing before I sign-off with you and take my lovely wife out for breakfast. This morning, I took the very last marble out of the container. I figure if I make it until next Saturday, then I have been given a little extra time. And the one thing we can all use is a little more time."
"It was nice to meet you Tom, I hope you spend more time with your family, and I hope to meet you again here on the band. 73 Old Man, this is K9NZQ, clear and going QRT, good morning!"
You could have heard a pin drop on the band when this fellow signed off. I guess he gave us all a lot to think about. I had planned to work on the antenna that morning, and then I was going to meet up with a few hams to work on the next club newsletter. Instead, I went upstairs and woke my wife up with a kiss. "C'mon honey, I'm taking you and the kids to breakfast."
"What brought this on?" she asked with a smile. "Oh, nothing special, it's just been a long time since we spent a Saturday together with the kids.
Hey, can we stop at a toy store while we're out? I need to buy some marbles."
ILLUSTRATION:

1. Time is filled with swift transition,
Naught of earth unmoved can stand,
Build your hopes on things eternal,
and Hold to God’s unchanging hand.

Refrain:
Hold to God’s unchanging hand,
Hold to God’s unchanging hand;
Build your hopes on things eternal,
Hold to God’s unchanging hand.

2. Trust in Him who will not leave you,
Whatsoever years may bring,
If by earthly friends forsaken
Still more closely to Him cling. 


3. Covet not this world’s vain riches
That so rapidly decay,
Seek to gain the heav’nly treasures,
They will never pass away. 


4. When your journey is completed,
If to God you have been true,
Fair and bright the home in glory
Your enraptured soul will view. 

I suppose another question that begs an answer today is: When it comes our time to die – will there be any stained glass windows installed in our honor?

How do you build a legacy worth honoring?

1: Great Legacy’s aren’t build by what you gained – rather by what you gave away:

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

People who have learned how to live realize this is speaking of far more than money – it speaks of all we possess – money – time – talents – and love!

When I think of my life and the people who are important to me I wonder:

· Have I give them my unconditional love? (If the truth be known – sometimes it’s conditional!)

Love doesn’t keep score!


· Have I given them unlimited amounts of my time?

The most precious gift we possess is – time. (*Story of the father and son who went fishing: Father entered in his journal:  Wasted day.  The son entered in his journal:  Great day!  I spent it with dad!!!)

My children!


· Did I give them my understanding?


· Did I give them my approval?

Our validation may be the difference in a life well lived and a life wasted!


· Did I give them my forgiveness? (Even when they didn’t ask!)

2: Great Legacy’s are built upon using your unique giftedness. - Building the kingdom of God - instead of glorifying yourself.

Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

3:  Great Legacy’s are built upon loving God with all your heart, soul & mind. 

Matthew 22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

I want to focus on the mind

· Most of our brains have two hemispheres (Some I seriously wonder about!)

· The left side controls the logic this is where most men reside
· The right side our creativity – this is where most women reside
*Jesus said we must love Him with “all” our mind!  Left & right.  Logic & creativity!
· Loving God with half your mind doesn’t cut it.

· Half-minded is no better than half-hearted. 

· But many Christians are trying to follow with half their brain tied behind their back. 

· And it’s about as effective as running on one leg, clapping with one hand, or twiddling one thumb!

When I zoom out and look at church history, I see a focus on left-brain logic during the modern era. 

· We took systematic theology in Seminary. 

· We developed three-point sermons with alliterations in homiletics. 

· And we learned how to put together an order of service in practical theology. 
And that’s all fine and good. 

· There is nothing wrong with a well thought out order of service. 
Our sermons ought to be logical. 

· And we’ve got to develop our theological paradigms. 


But those who have built a legacy for Jesus that is worth honoring are those who learned to combine right-brain creativity with their left-brain training.

· They made Christianity fun *Teacher who made SS so fun we would miss the ice-cream truck just to be in her class!

· They weren’t so stiff-shirted they were of no earthly good

· They learned to laugh

· They learned to love

· They learned to risk failure to gain success

· They learned to say: I’m sorry!

· They dared to believe Jesus.  Period!!!

Close:
You may think this the most rambling, unorganized sermon you have ever heard in your life -


In fact, it was well planned

I believe God gave it to me to illuminate three great truths:

1:  Our time is not infinite.  We all have an appointment with death – You have an appointment with death- just like the seed in the cup, goldfish, white mice and hamsters! 

People who leave great legacies realize this.

2: Not everything you encounter will be worth one of your marbles.  Learn to prioritize well!  What’s worth a marble?
People who realize this leave great legacies.

3:  We were not born to receive.  We were born to give.  

People who realize this leave great legacies.

· Only we can give the things those we love need to receive from us!

· We must exercise our talents upon others – not ourselves

· We must serve God with “All our mind” – heart and soul!

Is your walk with Jesus fun as well as Biblical – or is Christianity something you dread?

Where do you stand with Jesus today?

If death overtook you right now – tell me what your legacy would be?

We must – redeem the time!!!
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