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The Theology of the Roller Coaster

Luke 13: 10-17

Text Scripture:

Luke 13:10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.

11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.

13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.

15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.

Intro:

Today, God has laid on my heart a sermon that I have entitled: The Theology of the Roller Coaster. 

· Now I’m sure that title probably causes you to think this preacher has lost it

· Well, to “lose it” insinuates that I “had it” to begin with!

· Hopefully, this will all make sense before I finish with this sermon.

As we examine the text scripture today, it shall be my intention to examine nine scenes in this story:

1. The Passion of the Preacher

2. The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3. The Side-step of the Savior

4. The Deliverance of the Demon Possessed

5. The Glory of the Grateful

6. The Tirade of the Traditionalist

7. The Rebuke of the Righteous

8. The Ashamedness of His Adversaries

9. The Joy of Jesus

1: The Passion of the Preacher

Luke 13:10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.

As this particular scene in the Bible begins to open, we see the Savior doing that of which he was passionate.  He was teaching the Word.

I am convinced that the greatest hindrance in the church today is well intentioned, good-hearted people, who are attempting to do that which they are not passionate about doing.

The quickest route for personal and corporate revival is for people to STOP doing that which they aren’t PASSIONATE about, IDENTIFY what they are PASSIONATE about, and START doing that!!!

Note: The place where Jesus was exercising His talent and PASSION wasn’t even important enough to be named.  

· The Bible simply says, “One of the synagogues.”

· What is important is:

· Jesus was there … and when Jesus shows up … He shows out! 

· And when He shows up and shows out … THINGS HAPPEN!!!

· He was doing what He was passionate about doing!

1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.

There are several things that should be noted here:

1. Even though she cannot straighten herself, she was at church!  Many a lesser follower would have been at home!

2. She has been faithful in attendance for at least eighteen years

3. Most likely she supported the ministry of the church for these eighteen years

4. Over the course of eighteen years:

a. At one sermon a week, she would have heard 936 sermons

b. She would view the stained glass windows 936 times

c. (If they had Sunday School) She would have heard 936 Sunday School Lessons

d. If they sang three songs per service, she would have heard/sang 2,808 songs

e. If she prayed once a day, she would have prayed 6,575 prayers

f. (If they had seven deacons) She would have encountered a minimum of 5,096 deacon ministry opportunities

g. My point is this: All of the normal church stuff happened … BUT NOTHING OF SIGNIFIANCE HAPPENED UNTIL JESUS SHOWED UP!!!

h. Neither she nor the church EXPECTED anything to happen

i. They were satisfied with the status quo!!!

ILLUSTRATION:

· In the 1970’s I walked into Six Flags Over Georgia

· I stood in line for the Scream Machine

· I got on

· I strapped in

· I raised my hands

· I went high

· I went low

· I screamed

· I laughed

· The ride was exhilarating

· I was emotional!!!

· But hear the truth of the matter …

· When the ride ended, I got off exactly where I got on!!!

· Despite the thrills and chills … NOTHING CHANGED!!!

· Herein is the thesis of my sermon:  Too many want a religion that gives them thrills and chills but changes nothing!

· All too often we church folk get excited over a pastor and a sermon, a singer and a song, or a person and a program … but when the thrill is gone … so is everything else!

· We dismount in the same spot we got on!!!

· We’ve had an exciting time … BUT WE’VE NOT ACCOMPLISHED ANYTHING!!!

My friend, this is the Doctrine of the Roller Coaster!!!

YEAR AFTER YEAR CHURCHES ARE MOUNTING AND DISMOUNTING THE ROLLER COASTER IN THE SAME EXACT SPOT!!!

*But Jesus was about to stop the roller coaster!!!

1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3: The Side Step of the Savior

12 (a) And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him

· Note: Jesus was doing what He was PASSIONATE about doing …

· He was preaching the gospel

· *But somewhere in the process He realized that what He was doing wasn’t meeting the specific need this woman had …

· *Jesus did what most preachers would never do … HE STOPPED … DEAD IN THE MIDDLE OF A SERMON … AND CALLED HER TO HIMSELF!!!

· WHEN WHAT HE WAS DOING WASN’T MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE …  HE CHANGED WHAT HE WAS DOING … HE CHANGED THE ORDER OF SERVICE!!!

· Jesus did a Holy Side Step!!!

· Moses did a side step (Turned aside to see) *True ministry begins with the realization that there is something more important that what we are currently doing, and doing it! (Joke --- President Bush met Moses in an airport --- aren’t you Moses --- looked at ceiling --- finally --- why didn’t you acknolwdge the first time --- LAST TIME I SPOKE WITH A BUSH --- I SPENT FORTY YEARS IN THE DESERT!)

· He got off the roller coaster!!!

· He changed things!!!

· How many programs and traditions do we need to SIDE STEP?
1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3: The Side Step of the Savior

4: The Deliverance of the Demon Possessed

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.

13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

My lord, He just wrecked the roller coaster!!!

1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3: The Side Step of the Savior

4: The Deliverance of the Demon Possessed

5: The Glory of the Grateful

13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.
· She gave praise where the praise was due!

· She didn’t praise the preacher or the programs …

· She didn’t praise her denomination …

· She glorified God!!!

· I’m here to tell you tonight that when churches begin to make glorifying God a priority in the church … you won’t be able to prevent revival!!!
1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3: The Side Step of the Savior

4: The Deliverance of the Demon Possessed

5: The Glory of the Grateful

6: The Tirade of the Traditionalist

14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.

There’s an old saying: NO GOOD DEED GOES UNPUNISHED!

When God showed up in that little synagogue and began to show out … the TRADITIONALIST began to sulk, pout, and just UGLY all over the place … AND AS MY MOMMA USED TO SAY: PITCHED A HISSY-FIT!!!
· We ain’t never done it that way …

· The roller coaster has always ran on the same track …

· We’ve always dismounted right where we started …

· We’ve held our spring and fall revival meetings

· We’ve had our Sunday School Campaigns …

· We’ve had our Missions Emphasis …

· BUT WE NEVER REALLY EXPECTED ANYTHING TO CHANGE!!!

I pose this question to you tonight: DO YOU WANT REVIVAL THIS WEEK, OR DO YOU JUST WANT TO TAKE ANOTHER SPIN ON THE SPIRITUAL ROLLER COASTER?

I PROMISE YOU THAT IF YOU EXPERINECE “REAL REVIVAL” THIS WEEK … SOME OLD STICK-IN-THE-MUD, DEADHEAD CHURCH MEMBER … AIN’T GONNA LIKE IT!!!

***Let  ‘em get mad and leave … I CALL THAT BLESSED SUBTRACTION!!!

1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3: The Side Step of the Savior

4: The Deliverance of the Demon Possessed

5: The Glory of the Grateful

6: The Tirade of the Traditionalist

7: The Rebuke of the Righteous

15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

· Imagine:  Jesus OPENLY rebuked the Priest.  Wow!

· He didn’t call a Personnel Committee Meeting

· He didn’t call a Deacon’s Meeting

Jesus plainly told him he was a hypocrite!!!

· For eighteen years the priest has been preaching to her without her being healed

· For eighteen years the synagogue has been synagoguing without here being healed

· Jesus comes on the scene in probably less than eighteen minutes He stopped the roller coaster and healed her!

· And to put it today’s “red-neck Aaron English” Jesus looks at him and says: Are you talking to me … excuse me … I just did what you and your church should have done eighteen years ago … and your gonna come up with some trite, sniveling, junk … GET OVER IT!!! … GET A LIFE!!!

*Jesus threw him off the roller coaster!!!

1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3: The Side Step of the Savior

4: The Deliverance of the Demon Possessed

5: The Glory of the Grateful

6: The Tirade of the Traditionalist

7: The Rebuke of the Righteous

8: The Ashamedness of His Adversaries

17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.

When the pure, unadulterated glory of God is unleashed in this church, and revival comes, EVEN YOUR ADVERSARIES WILL BE ASHAMED OF WHAT THEY HAVE DONE!!!

1: The Passion of the Preacher

2: The Continuity of the Woman’s Condition

3: The Side Step of the Savior

4: The Deliverance of the Demon Possessed

5: The Glory of the Grateful

6: The Tirade of the Traditionalist

7: The Rebuke of the Righteous

8: The Ashamedness of His Adversaries

9: The Joy of Jesus
17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.

Jesus will restore JOY in His house and to His people!

Joy is not the absence of problems, but the presence of Jesus in our problems!

Joy is not in what we do, but in what Jesus does!!!
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